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COLOR RELATIONSHIPS

ANALOGOUS

TRIADIC

COLOR MEANINGS

INTENSE, FIRE, BLOOD, ENERGY, DANGER
LOVE, PASSIONATE, STRONG.

ROYALITY, POWER, NOBILITY, WEALTH, AMBITION
DIGNIFIED, MYSTERIOUS.

SKY, SEA, DEPTH, STABILITY, TRUST,
MASCULINE, TRANQUIL.

NATURE, GROWTH, FERTILITY, FRESHNESS,
HEALING, SAFETY, MONEY

- SUNSHINE, JOY, CHEERFULNESS, INTELLECT,

ENERGY, ATTENTION.

WARM, STIMULATING, ENTHUSIASM, HAPPINESS,
SUCCESS, CREATIVE, AUTUMN.

COLOR THEORY

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

COLOR SYSTEMS

CMYK
SUBTRACTIVE

CREATED WITH INK

WHEN WE MIX COLORS USING PAINT, OR
THROUGH THE PRINTIMG PROCESS, WE
ARE UBING SUBTRACTIVE —COLOH
METHOD. SUBTRACTIVE COLOR MIXING
MEANS THAT ONE BEGINS WITH WHITE
AND EMDS WITH BLACK. AS ONE ADDS
COLOR, THE RESULT GETS DARKER AND
TENDS TO BLACH.

-

RGB
ADDITIVE

CREATED WITH LIGHT

IF WE ARE WORKING ON A COMPUTER,
THE COLORS WE SEE ON THE BCREEN
lﬁh GHH“';IJJLWIIH LIGHT USING THE

OR THOD. ADDITIVE
OR MIXENG BEGING WITH BLACK AND
ENDE WITH WHITE, MORE COLOR 12

AL
DED, THE RESULT IS LIGHTER AND
TERDS TO WHITE.

-

ANALOGOUS

COLORS THAT ARE ADJACENT TO
EACH OTHER ON THE COLOR WHEEL

o [T
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COMPLEMENTARY

COLORS OPPOSITE EACH GTHER ON

THE LOLOR WHEEL

TRIADIC

THREE COLORS SPACED EQUALLY
APART QN THE WHEEL

BLUE
vioLer:
MIOLET

SPLIT COMPLEMENT

ACOLOR AND THE TWO COLORSE NEXT
TOITE COMPLEMENT ON THE C‘\'?-lLEcIIER

i

MONOCHROMATIC

COLORS OF SINGLE HUE

|g

GRAYSCALE

INTENSITY OF BLACK

SPLIT COMPLIMENTARY e
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COLOR MIXING DARY COLOR MODES
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RGB HSB
Red, Green, Blue e Hue (color), Saturation (how much
Light Generated Model : i t color), Black (tint and shade)
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RGY Y 3 Y 4 GREY SCALE
Red, Grean, Yellow = [ Bt Black and White only
Pigment Generated Model E rrmary B [
- on e - e T
e 'SECONDARY 4 =
CMYK : WEB SAFE RGB
Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black 1' : Hexadecimal compatible
Print Process Model . M ;

PRIMARY SECONDARY TERTIARY

Pigment generated colors are Light generated colors are  Mixing primary colors creates A secondary color
derived from these primary derived from these primary other colors. For example: wheel can expand to
colors: red, yellow and blue. colors: red, green and blue. blue + yellow = green tertiary and beyond.

blue + red = violet
COLOR HARMONY

ANALOGOUS COMPLEMENTARY




COLOR MIXING GUIDE

FOR ARTISTS, DESIGNERS AND PAINTERS

RYB

( RED, YELLOW, BLUE ) 15 A
SET OF PRIMARY COLORS IN
SUBTRACTIVE COLOR
MIXING SYSTEM. THEY ARE
MOST COMMOMNLY USED IN
ART, DESIGN AND PAINTING.

RED

PRIMARY

IN THE 18TH CENTURY, THE
RYB BECAME THE
FOUNDATION OF THE COLOR
VISION THEORIES ASTHE
FUNDAMENTAL SENSORY
QUALITIES THAT ARE
BLENDED IN THE
PERCEPTION OF ALL
PHYSICAL COLORS AND
EQUALLY IN THE PHYSICAL
MIXTURE OF PIGMENTS OR
DYES.

IN SUBTRACTIVE COLOR
MIXING, LIKE PAINT, ALL THE
COLORS COMBINED CREATE
BLACK.

BLUE

PRIMARY

) 4

EQUAL AMOUNTS

COLORS PRODUCED BY MIXING EQUAL AMOUNTS OF COLORS
* EQUAL MEANS THAT RATIOS ARE ALWAYS THE SAME 1:1

PROPORTIONAL AMOUNTS

TERTIARY QUATERNARY
COLORS PRODUCED BY MIXING PROPORTIONAL AMOUNTS OF COLORS
'ii‘ﬁ!?rﬂf;?é‘ﬂ'f f IﬁgbﬂNﬁrSgg EEF{ rf«‘?ifn%”?&ﬁi’diﬁ&?ﬁ? Els;: * PROPORTIONAL MEANS A VARIATION OF THE QUANTITIES OF
SECONDARY COLORS TERTIARY COLORS CONSTANT MULTIPLE, FOR EXAMPLE 1:2.

2 RED : 1 BLUE = MAGENTA
BROWN 1 RED : 1 BLUE =VIOLET

T ; 2 BLUE: 1 RED = PURPLE
2BLUE: 1 YELLOW=TEAL
1BLUE: 1 YELLOW = GREEN
2 YELLOW : 1 BLUE = CHARTEUSE
2YELLOW : 1 RED = AMBER
1YELLOW : 1 RED = ORANGE
2 RED : 1 YELLOW =VERMILION
1 BLACK : 1 WHITE = GRAY
2 RED: 1 BLACK = MAROON
1 RED : 1 YELLOW = PINK
2YELLOW : 1 BLACK=BROWN
2 BLUE : 1 BLACK = NAVY
1 BLUE : 1 WHITE = BABY BLUE

SHADES

COLOR SPECTRUM

MIX WITH WHITETO MIX WITH GRAY TO MIX WITH BLACK TO I ] I

CREATE TINTS CREATE TONES CREATE SHADES 800nm 600nm 550nm 500nm A00nm
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: COLORTHESAURUS 5"
: NAMES OF COLOR SHADES

YELLOW ORANGE GREEN BROWN

PEARL RIVER
#DSDDDC

ROYAL
H#FADAS

HARBOR GRAY
#C7C6C1
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#800000

GRAPE
#6F2DA8B

RASPBERRY
DY APPLE BYZANTINE
GFR0800' #702963

LAGUNA
HFBE4AT3

MUSTARD
HFEDC56

.S, FLAG
BFOA30

TEA
#DOFOCO

CORN
#EACDOS

BURGUNDY
#8D021F

BURNT OR. MAHOGANY | | RUSSET . CHARCOAL
#954%0 0 #?IE?SIB

YELLOW RE ' b : BLUE BROWN
#FFF200 HB200ED #7C4700
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COLOR PSYCHOLOGY

WHAT COLORS COMMUNICATE

INFLUENCE

COLOR IS THE FIRST THING PEOPLE
WILL NOTICE ABOUT YOUR WORK
OR PRODUCT.

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT

B 90%

OF THE SNAP JUDGEMENTS
ARE INFLUENCED BY THE
COLOR ALONME,

FACTS

FIRST COLOR THAT WE DISTINGUISH
AFTER BIRTH IS COLOR RED,
HOWEVER, COLOR BLUE ISTHE
FAVORITE ONE AMONG HUMANS
WORLDWIDE.

PEOPLE WHO ARE COLD PREFER
WARM COLORS LIKE RED AND
YELLOW WHILE PEOPLE WHO ARE
HOT PREFER COOL COLORS LIKE
BLUE AND GREEN.

THE LOWER THE MEAN SATRUATION
OF SUBJECT, THE MORE COMFORT IS
FELT WHEN BEING AROUND IT.

PROPERTIES

COLOR

COLOR IS PROPERTY POSSESSED
BY ANY OBJECT, EACH OBJECT
REFLECTS OR EMITS LIGHT AND

15 PRODUCING DIFFERENT
SENSATIONS ON THE EYE.
OBJECTS REFLECT LIGHT IN
DIFFERENT WAVELENGTHS WHICH

WE RECOGNIZE AS COLOR.
COLOR WAVELENGTH
RED 700 - 635 nm
BN ORANGE  635-590nm
BN YELLOW  590-560nm
BN GREEN 560 - 520 nm
B CYAN 520- 490 nm
BLUE 490 - 450 nm

VIOLET 450 - 400 nm

COLOR PROPERTIES
COLOR PROPERTIES ALLOW USTO
DISTINGUISH AND DEFINE COLORS.

HUE IS ACTUAL COLOR OR
COMBIMATION OF COLORS
{ RED, YELLOW, ORANGE )

WALUE IS HOW LIGHT OR DARK IS IT
{ TINTS AND SHADES )

CHROMA POINTS TO THE COLOR'S
INTENSITY OR SATRUATION.

WITH MEANINGS AND USES IN ART, DESIGN AND LIFE.

EMOTION

EXCITEMENT

ENERGY

ﬁ PASSION
COURAGE

ATTENTION

SAFETY
HARMONY
STABILITY
RELIABLILITY
BALANCE

TRUST
RESPONSIBILITY
HOMESTY
LOYALITY
INNER SECURITY

IMAGINATION
SPIRITUALITY
COMPASSION
SENSIVITY

MYSTERY

VIOLET ROYAL BLUE

RELIABILITY
STABILITY
HONESTY
COMFORT
NATURAL

POWER
CONTROL
AUTHORITY
DISCIPLINE
ELEGANCE

C) SUBIJECT TO COPYRIG

INDUSTRY

ENTERTAINMENT
FOOD

SPORT
FIRE PROTECTION
CHILDREN PRODUCTS

SECURITY
FINANCE

TECHNOLOGY
HEALTH CARE
ACCOUNTING

HUMANITARIAN
PSYCHIC
RELIGION

ALL INDUSTRIES

* MOSTLY USED IN
COMBINATION WITH
OTHER COLORS

1 2 COLORS AFFECT HOW WE ACT AND FEEL SUBCONSCIOUSLY. PROVIDED ARE 12 HUES

USEDTO

STIMULATE
CREATE URGENCY
DRAW ATTENTION
CAUTION

ENCOURAGE

BALANCE
REVITALIZE
ENCOURAGE

REDUCE STRESS
CREATE CALMNESS
RELAX

SECURE

CREATE ORDER

ENCOURAGE CREATIVITY
INSPIRE

COMBINE WISDOM AND POWER
CREATE IMPRESSION OF LUXURY

INTUITION

STABILIZE
IMPLY COMMON SENSE
SUPPRESS EMOTIONS
CREATE WARMTH

HIDE FEELINGS
INTIMIDATE
RADIATE AUTHORITY
CREATE FEAR

ASSOCIATE WITH MYSTERY

EASE VISIT GRAFLX.COM TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THIS POSTER




RED

VARIATIONS

MAROON

CRIMSON MAHOGANY
MEANING OF RED
POSITIVE

ACTION, ENERGY, SPEED, ATTENTION,
ENERGIZIMNG, STIMULATING, EXCITING,
POWERFLUL, PASSIOMATE, STIMULATING,
DRIVEN, COURAGEQUS AND STRONG,
SPONTANECUS, DETERMIMED.

NEGATIVE

AGGRESSIVE, TIRING, ANGRY, QUICK
TEMPERED, RUTHLESS, FEARFUL, IN-
TOLERANT, RESENTFUL, VIOLENT,
BRUTAL, STHAIN.

MEANING OF COLORS

VARIATIONS

POSITIVE

GROWTH, VITALITY, RESTORATION, RELI
ABILITY, DEPENDABILITY, BALANCED,
CALM, MATURE, PRACTICAL, SYMPA-
THETIC, COMPASSIONATE, NURTURING,
GEMEROUS, KIND, LOYAL, ADAPTABLE,
HARMONY, PEACE.

NEGATIVE

POSSESSIVE, MATERIALISTIC, IMDIFFER-
ENT, ENVIOUS, SELFISH, GREEDY, IN-
CONSIDERATE, INEXPERIENCED, BORE-
DOME, STAGNATION.

BLUE

SNBATIONS

MEANING OF BLUE

POSITIVE

LOYALTY, TRUST, INTEGRITY, RELIABILITY,
RESPONSIBILITY, CONSERVATISM, PERSE-

VERANCE, IDEALISTIC, ORDERLY, AL
THORITY, DEVOTION, CONTEMPLATION,
INTELLIGENT, EFFICIENT, LOGIC

NEGATIVE

RIGID, DECEITFUL, SPITEFUL, DE-
PRESSED, SAD, PASSIVE, SUPERSTI-
TIOUS, EMOTIONALLY UNSTABLE, CON-
SERVATIVE, PREDICTABLE, WEAK, UN-
FORGIVING, UNFAITHFULNESS, UN-
TRUSTWORTHY, UNFRIENDLY.

VARIATIONS

POSITIVE

OPTIMISM, CHEERFULNESS, ENTHUSI-
ASM, FUN, HUMOR, CONFIDENCE, ORIG-
INALITY, CREATIVITY, CHALLENGING, AC-
ADEMIC, ANALYTICAL, WISDOM, LOGIC.

NEGATIVE

CRITICAL, JUDGMENTAL, QVERLY ANA-
LYTICAL, IMPATIENT, IMPULSIVE, EGO-
TISTICAL, PESSIMISTIC, COMPLEX,
SPITEFUL, COWARDLY, DECEITFUL,
NON-EMOTIONAL, FEAR, ANXIETY, IR-
RATIONALITY.

VARIATIONS

POSITIVE

SOCIABLE, OFTIMISTIC, ENTHUSIASTIC,
CHEERFUL, CONFIDENT, INDEPENDENT,
FLAMBOYANT, EXTROVERTED, ADVEN-
TUROUS, CREATIVE, WARM-HEARTED,
INFORMAL, PASSION, SENSUALITY, FUN

NEGATIVE

SUPERFICIAL, INSINCERE, DEPENDENT,
EXHIBITIONIST, PESSIMISTIC, INEXPEN-
SIVE, UNSOCIABLE, FRUSTRATION, IM-
MATURITY.

ERAFIN.COM

VARIATIONS
MAGENTA VOILET
PLUM WINE

POSITIVE

UNUSUAL, SPIRITUAL, INDIVIDUAL, CRE-
ATIVE, INVENTIVE, PSYCHIC, INTUITIVE,
HUMANITARIAN, SELFLESS, MYSTERY,
FANTASY, FUTURE, VISION, TRUTH,
QUALITY,

NEGATIVE
IMMATURITY, IMPRACTICAL, CYNICAL,
ARROGANT, FRAUDULENT, CORRUPT.



